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Deacon Thomas Herbert Wuchterl , 75, 
died October 31, 2010.  Born in Milwaukee, he 
graduated from Highland View Elementary 
School in 1951, and attended Waukesha High 
School.  Immediately afterward, Tom enlisted 
in the United States Army, where he attained 
the rank of sergeant and became a missilesô 
specialist.  He was honorably discharged in 
1963.  Upon leaving, Tom took courses to    

become an arborist (an expert in the cultivation 
and care of trees), and later worked for the  
Asplund Tree Expert Co. (1957 -1972) and 
Buckley Tree (1969 to 1972).  From March to 
August 1972 he was a house parent at the 
Shalom Center, Milwaukee, and was also a  
custodian at St. Mary, Menomonee Falls, where 
he would later be assigned deacon.  
 
In 1973, Tom applied for the permanent       
diaconate.  Upon completing his studies at    
St. Francis de Sales Seminary, St. Francis, he 

was ordained a permanent deacon in 1978 by 
Archbishop Rembert G. Weakland, and was  
appointed to St. Mary, Menomonee Falls, where 
he faithfully served until his death.  
 
 

 
As a deacon, Tom served in a number of    
ministries.  He was active in the Faith and Light 
program, prepared couples for marriage and 
parents for the baptism of their children, and 
organized Engagement Enrichment days.  Tom 
was also a member of the Human Concerns 
committee and the Prayer and Worship      
committee, and coordinated extraordinary min-
isters of Holy Communion.  He regularly visited 
the sick and homebound, and he became   
minister to the bereaved and the Coordinator 
of Ministry to St. Maryôs sister parish, Sagrado 
Corazon de Jesus in the Diocese of Puerto   
Cortes Sula in Honduras.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wuchterl is preceded in death by his wife 
Shirley (nee Bonus), and is survived by his 
daughter Michelle (Charlie) Greiner, his   
granddaughter Sierra, his brother and many 
other relatives and friends.  
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