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Special Blessings to our 2nd Grade Students  

who will receive 1st Reconciliation on 

Thursday, January 14, 2010 

I AM THE TRUE VINE 
-John 15:1-11 

Isabella Atkinson 

William Bahr 

Michael Blann 

Ella Blowers  

Noelle Bougie  

Ryan Bretwisch 

Olivia Budney  

Nicole Censky  

Braedon Clanton  

Marissa Cobb  

Joseph Dailey  

Ryan Dankert  

Samuel Dejanovich 

Joseph Doyle  

Sean Ellefson  

Gavin Falvey 

Alex Feucht  

Sam Fischer 

Allison Fowle 

Theo Franz  

Dylan Frey  

Grace Gehring  

Bradley Grieb  

Sarah Hatton  

Mya Heeschen 

Emily Herrmann 

Jordyn Holland  

Drew Jansen 

Logan Kannenberg 

Mary Kaupp  

John Kearney 

Melina Kopischkie 

Benjamin Larson 

Zoie Leitel  

Jacob Lockwood 

Adam Lopata  

Clay Lynde  

Gavin Malvitz 

Stephanie Mayer  

Molly McLaughlin  

Michelle Miller 

Ben Minue  

Abigail Moeller  

Tyler Nash  

Ryan Neil 

Maya Novack 

Ashley Pallan 

Charlie Phillips 

Shane Ploetz 

Mariano Pofahl 

Charles Pomroy 

Makayla Quinn  

Madeline Ryczek 

Vincent Ryskoski 

Ben Schultz  

Amanda Schwarz 

Dixon Seymour  

Moira Shea  

Benjamin Siebert  

Hannah Smies 

Keeley Spears  

Jon Stroh  

William Stuart  

Gia Szada  

Lauren Young 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD - JANUARY 10, 2010  

 



2 
.

 

page 2                                                                                   St. Mary Parish, Menomonee Falls                                                                                    St. Mary Parish, Menomonee Falls  

SHARE Program  

Human Concerns  

Disciples of Jesus  

In gratitude for Godôs gifts 

of time and talent to us, we 

gratefully acknowledge    

Deb Schommer for her            

continued commitment to 

the SHARE program.   Like 

so many of us, Debôs time is 

very limited, but Deb under-

stands that it is not always a 

huge amount of time that 

can make a huge impact on 

other peoples lives.   About 

two years ago, Deb was  

approached by Ken Wildt to 

take over the coordination of 

the SHARE program and she 

said, ñyes!ò  Since that time 

she has been the constant 
force behind the distribution 

of much needed food to 

families in our      parish and 

community and we, as a    

parish, are so grateful.  

     Once a month on a       

Friday,  Deb and her       

volunteers visit the ware-

house where food is          

organized and loaded onto a 

truck for delivery to our    

parish the next day.   On the 

4th Saturday of each month 

Deb and the volunteers   

arrive at the front foyer of 

the parish school and pack/

distribute the food.  The 

hour or so spent on a       

Saturday morning means 

more to the people that they 

serve than Deb and her   

volunteers will ever know.  

This is what it means to live 
as a disciple of Jesus.        

Serving those in need, not 

because of what you get in 

return, but rather because 

you know that it is what God 

calls you to do.    In addition, 

Deb also serves as a 6th 

grade catechist for our     

parish.  The planning and 

dedication involved does not 

go unnoticed.     

     When speaking with Deb 

it was important for her to 

thank all those that work 

with her each month:  Gary 

(her husband), Ron and 

Barb Beilfuss, Ken Wildt, 

Chuck Wittman, Gene 
Tepp and Dan and Mary 

Pionke.  She also wants to 

encourage others,  in        

particular families, to see 

this as a great way to serve 
the parish!   Deb knows that 

this ministry is a great way 

to show youth what is truly 

important in life - serving 

others!   

Ministry of the Month  .  .  .  .  .  .  

Did you know that the SHARE program benefits many 

parishioners here at St. Mary Parish?  Can YOU help us 

maintain this much needed program by sharing an hour 

of your time during the month?   Or, perhaps your 

family could benefit from the program.   If so, please 

contact Debra Schommer at 252-3750. 

 
SHARE is a non-profit food buying program that offers 

good, nutritious products at a reduced cost through a 

volunteer-run, community-based distribution system.  

Food is distributed once a month to those who order 

ahead of time.  Help is needed to pack and distribute food on the 4th Saturday of the 

month, excluding holidays.  Recipients are asked to do 2 hours of service work in 

exchange for participation in the food buying program.  (Time spent helping 

distribute food is considered volunteer time.)  Time commitment is one Saturday 

per month from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.   Great Ministry for Families with older 

children, Confirmation Students and other willing and able adults!!   
 

¦  ¦  ¦  ¦  ¦  ¦ 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for Vocations 

 
Loving God, 

You call us though 

our Baptism in the Spirit 

to continue the mission 

of your beloved Son, Jesus. 

 

Open us to listen attentively 

for your invitation. 

Empower us to respond 

to your call. 

 

Inspire women and men 

to follow the path of service. 

Together may we build up 

the Church to be  

a vibrant sign of 

your presence in our world. 

 

We offer this prayer 

in the name of your Son, Jesus, 

through the power 

of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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On Fertile Soil . . . . .  
 

O Hidden Life vibrant in every atom; 

O Hidden Light! shining in every creature; 

O Hidden Love! embracing all in Oneness; 

May each who feels himself  

                 as one with Thee, 

                              Know he is also one with every other. 
Annie Besant 

                                                                                   BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Let us pray to the Lord: 

 

For the sick and hospitalized, especially . . . . .  

 

  Audrey Hildebrandt (4) (mother of Mary Sullivan) 

 Marion Peer (4) (parish member) 

   Audrey Schumacher (3) (parish member) 

       Ralph Sherman (3) (husband of Pat) 

    Carol Sherman (3) (daughter-in-law of Ralph & Pat) 

Ed Wittlin (3) (parish member)   

Jim Fox (2) (nephew of Joe Fox, Sr.) 

Marge Orth (2) (daughter of Peggy Siranni) 

Helen Peerenboom (2) (parish member) 

 Karen Schumacher (2) (teacher-St. Mary Parish School ) 

 Deacon Buck Buth (2) (husband of Andrea) 

 Ramona Koziczkowski (2) (wife of Chester) 

 Edmund Gavre (2) (husband of Vernita) 

 Kathleen Lubiejewski (2) (wife of Leo) 

 Jim Klein (2) (father of Jill Sweeney) 

Diane Roskopf (wife of Anthony) 

Jane Reynolds (wife of Tom) 

Jerry Seymour (husband of Tracey) 

Harold Gerrits (husband of Mary) 

Bob Manders (husband of Barbara) 

Vida Dockter (mother of Dana Goetter) 

Katie Kaupp (daughter of Tom & Peggy) 

Kathy Habjanic (daughter-in-law of Feliks & Slava) 

 

For those who have recently died, especially . . . . .  

Gloria Turner (grandmother of Luke Klusmeyer) 

 Elizabeth Gonwa (wife of Robert) 

 
For the Soldiers who serve to protect us  . . . . . 

 

Please let us know of a family memberôs deployment.  We 

would welcome the opportunity to have a blessing for them 

during Mass prior to their deployment. 

LIVE JESUS . . . SERVE OTHERS  

On this feast of the Baptism of the Lord we 

begin National Vocation Awareness Week.  

Renew your baptismal commitment as you   

consider your call to serve God in your       

particular vocation.  Hopefully some of you 

will hear a call to priesthood, diaconate or  

religious life and will be open to that possibility.   

 

CALLED BY NAME ~ Today as we begin National Vocation 

Awareness Week, place your CALLED BY NAME         

nomination form in the collection basket or return it to the     

Parish Office.  Continue to pray for the success of this         

program in our parish.  Together let us try to build a better 

Church and a better world by calling forth and encouraging 

members to share their gifts.  The names that are submitted 

will be contacted by members of our Vocation Committee. 

 

First Reconciliation ~ Jesus helps us discover the nature of 

our covenantal relationship in the parable of the True Vine.  

Just as life-giving sap runs through the true vine to nourish its 

branches, Godôs grace through the Holy Spirit nourishes our 

life in Christ; just as vines can produce blocks to the flow of 

life-giving sap, we can put up blocks to Godôs grace through 

sin.  Just as the vinedresser prunes the vine, God prunes us 

through his Word.  The Church, in her wisdom, offers us a 

way to live out this parable of the True Vine by giving us the 

gift of remaining in Jesusô love through the Sacrament of       

Reconciliation, whereby we ask God to remove these blocks in 

order to more fully receive Godôs loving grace in our lives. 

 For the past several weeks, our second grade students 

and their families have been listening to the voice of Jesus and 

pondering the nature of Godôs love and the ways in which the 

Church invites us to deepen and further enjoy our covenantal 

relationship with God.  On Thursday, January 14th, the 

Church will welcome these families as they gather together to 

respond to Jesusô invitation to remain in his love through   

celebrating the Sacrament of First Reconciliation. 

 We invite you to share in the praise and joy of our 

forgiving Father that is witnessed through this sacramental 

celebration and ask that you keep these families in prayer as 

they continue to deepen their covenantal relationship through 

their participation in the life of the Church. 

 

Andrew Busch  

   (grandson of Bernice) 

Jon Dorsey 

   (grandson of Marion Peer) 

Eric Drake 

   (grandson of Marion Peer) 

Daniel Eggers  

   (son of Alice Lorenz) 

Ryan Freckmann 

   (nephew of Tom & Marlene) 

William Gorske 

Daniel Hoffman  

   (nephew of Marie Simek) 

John Kallis  

   (husband of Sandra) 

Alex Laughton 

   (son of David & Kathy) 

Jason Miller  

Christopher Olson 

   (nephew of Linda Kons) 

Nathan Preder  

   (grandson of Theodora Kempf) 

Noah Rinkleff 

   (nephew of Christel) 

Aaron Schmidt  

   (son of Jill) 

Nick Stanley  

   (son of George & Pam) 
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Parish Council Agenda 

Tuesday, January 12 

6:30 p.m.ðConference Room 2 
 

Bond Resolution 

Update on sound system 

 

All are welcome to attend. 

 

Welcome Sunday! ~ If you are a new member of St. Mary 

or if you wish to register as a new member, come to our        

Welcome Sunday gathering on the 3rd Sunday of each 

month, following the 10:30 Mass.  We gather next Sunday,           

January 17, in Conference Room 1 in the lower level of 

the Parish Office building (just east of Church).  The 

entrance is facing the parking lot on the SW corner.  The 

door will be open; just come down the stairs and join us. 

 

Training Information ~ Those volunteers working with 

children of the Parish /School (who havenôt already done 

so) are required to complete Safeguarding All of Godôs 

Family training (formerly known as VIRTUS).  Here is a 

list of upcoming classes: 

 Jan. 11, 18, 26 - St. John Vianney - 6:30-9:30 p.m. 

 January 16 - St. Charles (Hartland) - 9 a.m. - Noon 

 February 2 & April 26 - St. Agnes - 6:30-9:30 p.m. 

Please contact Lisa Rehlinger, Safe Environment 

Coordinator, at rehlingerL@archmil.org for registration 

instructions. 

 

Elizabeth Ministry Potluck ~ Elizabeth 

Ministry will be having a potluck meeting 

on Wednesday, January 20, at 6:15 p.m. 

in Conference Room 2.  All are welcome - 

just like Mary and Elizabeth, come share 

and support other women of the parish.  

Please call Geri Roskopf (251-0600) if 

you have any questions. 

Community Banquet ~ A free hot meal and chance to 

socialize with others from the community at St. James 

Catholic Church every 2nd and 4th Thursday beginning at 

5:30 p.m., until 7 p.m.  The next banquet is this Thursday, 

January 14.  St. Maryôs has set-up.  Contact Cathy Jahn 

(262/246-6211) if you would like to help.  The banquet is 

open to anyone - singles, couples, families - who would 

like to join us in food and fellowship.  The meal is 

absolutely free.  It is provided out of the generosity of 10 

area churches who work together to provide the food, 

cook, serve and clean-up.  Twice a year guests are invited 

to make a contribution.  If the banquet needs to be 

cancelled because of bad weather, there will be a message 

on the St. James (251-0897) answering machine by 4 p.m. 

of the banquet day.  Please call before starting out so you 

donôt get there and find it has been cancelled.  No banquet 

on the 24th.  Merry Christmas! 

 

Blood Drive ~ The Knights of Columbus is hosting a 

Blood Drive on Monday, February 1, from 4-7 p.m. at 

the Clubhouse on Water St.  Please contact Mike Povolo 

(250-1128) to schedule an appointment, but walk-ins are 

also accepted.   

 

Blood Drive Success ~ We would like to extend sincere 

appreciation to all that took time out of their busy 

schedules to donate or attempt to donate on December 7 at 

the St. Mary/St. Anthony Blood Drive.  A total of 99 

donors registered and 80 units were collected!  Please put 

the upcoming Blood Drives on your calendar:  March 2, 

May 18, July 21, September 21, and December 1.  You 

are all a hero for saving a life.  Thank you again. 
Lori Ozminkowski & Lory Patrick 

At Home at St. Maryôs At Home at St. Maryôs 

LIVE JESUS . . . SERVE OTHERS  

W inners Corner! 

Calendar Raffle Winners this week . . . . .  
 

12/27/09   Dan & Mary Pionke .......................... $25 

12/28/09   David Krueger................................... $25 

12/29/09   Anne Pierce ....................................... $25 

12/30/09   Lisa Schumacher ............................... $25 

12/31/09   Robert Shanley .............................. $100 
                  

Congratulations to all.   

Thank you for participating. 

Your winnings will be mailed to you.          

School Corner 
 
How 2nd Graders in Room 116 

Responded to Fr. Gregôs      

Challenge ~ The 2nd graders in 

Mrs. Harburyôs class chose to use 

the money for the Heifer Project.  

The Heifer Project provides food 

for people around the world.  Our 

gift of rabbits, chicks and ducks 

keeps on giving.  Each recipient 

provides some off-spring on to 

another family.  Then they will 

do the same.  The ducks and chickens are inexpensive to keep 

and they eat weeds and fertilize the garden. 
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Invest just five minutes a day, 

and your faith will deepen and 

growða day at a time. 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2010 
FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Know how loved you are  
If you go to church often enough, youôre so used to hearing about Godôs 

love that the words can sound a little threadbare. So letôs focus on what it 

means to be the beloved of God. God would do anything for you: If thereôs 

a crucifix handy, consider how this image underscores what God means by 

ñanything.ò When love this immense comes into your life, you want to 

respond in a big way, too, as our baptism reminds us. As the annual 

National Vocation Awareness Week begins, spend a few minutes each day 

reflecting on how youôre invited to share in Godôs ñbig love.ò 

TODAYôS READINGS: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Luke 3:15-16, 21-

���������³�<�R�X���D�U�H���P�\���6�R�Q�����W�K�H���%�H�O�R�Y�H�G�����Z�L�W�K���\�R�X���,���D�P���Z�H�O�O���S�O�H�D�V�H�G���´ 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 11 

Can you hear me now?  
The telecommunications industry would have us believe that the most 

important connections we make are via computer and cell phone. While itôs 

true that these devices are useful in todayôs world, there remains the crucial 

connection with that still, small voice within our own hearts that no 

computer can reach. That voice, which is Godôs, can only be heard in 

stillness: in the bare branches of trees against a clear blue winter sky, the 

quiet of new-fallen snow, the starry brilliance in a winter night sky, our 

breathing in and breathing out. What is God calling you to do now? Spend 

some time today just listening. 

TODAYôS READINGS: 1 Samuel 1:1-8; Mark 1:14-�����������³�$�Q�G���-�H�V�X�V���V�D�L�G���W�R��
�W�K�H�P�����µ�)�R�O�O�R�Z���P�H���¶���´ 

 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12 

Call waiting  
National Vocation Awareness Week began with the celebration of the Feast 

of the Baptism of the Lord, which marks Jesusô initiation into public 

ministry. There are many ways to serve God, many vocational paths. Pray 

for men and women in your parish and diocese who are discerning their 

vocation and encourage them. You might also send a card to a priest or 

consecrated person this week, thanking them for their ministry to you and 

the church. Then take a step further and live out your own call as fully as 

you can. 

TODAYôS READINGS: 1 Samuel 1:9-20; Mark 1:21-������ �� �³�7�K�H�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �Z�H�U�H��
�D�V�W�R�Q�L�V�K�H�G���D�W���K�L�V���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���´ 

 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13 

Did you hear a voice?  
Very often a person professing vows as a member of a religious community 

will choose the story of Samuel in the temple as the first reading for the 

service. In tried-and-true storytelling fashion, three times young Samuel 

mistakes the voice of God for that of his mentor, Eli. After the third time 

the elder recognizes that persistent voice and tells the boy that the next time 

he hears it he must answer, ñHere I am, Lord. Speak, your servant is 

listening.ò Thatôs the response of anyone open to the ñstill, small voiceò 

that is Godôs, so easily drowned out, so easily misunderstood. In the 

middle of Vocation Awareness Week we remember that vocation means a 

ñcall,ò and Godôs call is not addressed only to beginners. The road is long, 

and if weôve chosen that narrow path with Christ, we need continual 

course-correction, continual attention to that voice and awareness that 

todayôs journey must be guided by God alone. 

TODAYôS READINGS: 1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19-20; Mark 1:29-������ �� �³�7�K�H�Q�� �(�O�L��
�S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���/�R�U�G���Z�D�V���F�D�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�R�\���´ 

 

THURSDAY, JANUARY  14 

Bad examples  
The two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were the trusted priests of the 

ancient temple in Shiloh. But they were dipping into the collection, tapping 

the till, so to speak. Thatôs why the army of Israel got hammered by the 

Philistines, and Hophni and Phinehas got theirs. Not only that, but the 

Philistines took the ark of God captive. Now what will Israel do? Donôt 

worry, they get it back. And itôs a great story. It should inspire us to pray 

for vocations, men and women to serve the Lord in truth and integrity. 

TODAYôS READINGS: 1 Samuel 4:1-11; Mark 1:40-������ �� �³�7�K�H�� �D�U�N�� �R�I�� �*�R�G��
�Z�D�V���F�D�S�W�X�U�H�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���W�Z�R���V�R�Q�V���R�I���(�O�L�����+�R�S�K�Q�L���D�Q�G���3�K�L�Q�H�K�D�V�����G�L�H�G���´ 

 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 

Get going  
Thereôs a lot in life that can get us down. Sometimes things of our own 

making, and sometimes, well, itôs life. Itôs not always easy to know what 

to do. We can stand still and try to figure it out, or we can try to backtrack 

to see what happened. At some point, however, it is time to moveðto step 

out of what happened and to imagine something new. Thereôs no magic 

trick to moving on, and thereôs no one-size-fits-all solution. But there is 

one thing we can do: Begin. 

TODAYôS READINGS: 1 Samuel 8:4-7, 10-22a; Mark 2:1-���������³�6�W�D�Q�G���X�S���D�Q�G��
�W�D�N�H���\�R�X�U���P�D�W���D�Q�G���Z�D�O�N���´ 

 

SATURDAY , JANUARY  16 

Let religious freedom ring  
On January 16, 1786 Thomas Jefferson signed the Virginia Statute for 

Religious Freedomðthe basis for the religion clauses in the U.S. 

Constitution that prohibit Congress from making laws that establish 

religion or prevent its free exercise. Catholics are among the many 

religious groups to have benefitted from Jeffersonôs ñwall of separation 

between church and state.ò In the 19th and 20th centuries Catholics were 

able to establish churches, schools, and hospitals free from the persecution 

they faced in other parts of the world. In addition they were not forced to 

follow the devotional practices of other faiths when they entered a public 

classroom or courthouse. Jesus showed a tolerance and respect for all he 

encountered. May we continue to do the same as a church and nation.  

TODAYôS READINGS: 1 Samuel 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a; Mark 2:13-���������³�0�D�Q�\��

tax collectors and sinners sat with Jesus and his disciples; for there were 

�P�D�Q�\���Z�K�R���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���K�L�P���´ 
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