
  

How can my talent work in our parish, actively building the body of Christ?  

Time and Talent 
 

MINISTRY GUIDE 

2010 - 2011 

ST. MARY PARISH 

Menomonee Falls, WI 

COVENANT 

Community Building  

Faith Enrichment 

Parish Life 

Out Reach 

Operational Support 

Prayer & Worship 

Adult & Family  

Christian Formation  

Athletics 

School Ministries 

EVERYONE 

HAS A  

GIFT  

TO SHARE 



2 

òNOW THERE ARE VARIETIES OF GIFTS, BUT THE SAME 

SPIRIT; AND THER E ARE VARIETIES OF SE RVICE, BUT THE 

SAME LORD . . . TO EACH IS GIVEN THE MANIFESTATION OF 

THE SPIRIT FOR THE  COMMON  GOOD.ó 

I CORINTHIANS 12:4 -7 

D ear St. Mary Parishioner,  

 

 

St. Mary parish is a stewardship parish and that means we are continually being        

challenged to grow in our appreciation and our thankfulness.  Stewardship guides us to 

the reality that all that we are and all that we have is a gift from God.  In response to this 

generous love, we are impelled to share a portion of our Time, Talent and Treasure with 

others.        

 

We invite each and every parishioner to take time to reflect on the larger questions: 

 

How is God calling you to use your gifts of  

time and talent? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

An  active St. Mary Parishioner puts Faith First and 

realizes true joy that comes from Living Jesus! 
 

 

The following pages list many ways to share our time with God and our talents with 

each other by taking an active role in parish ministry.  Everyone has a gift to share.  We 

invite you to look through this Ministry Guide, then to prayerfully consider how you 

will answer the Call to be a good and faithful steward.   
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITI ES 

Body of Christ Prayer Network 

Join other parishioners as part of a prayer chain to pray for specific intentions of members of our faith 

community. Requests are e-mailed or phoned to you. You are also invited to offer private individual 

prayer for St. Mary Parish. Please consider this quiet but powerful ministry. Contact Shirley Zuzick 

(251-3888) if you have a prayer request. No meetings are required. Time commitment is dictated 

by your personal preference. 

Women's Faith Sharing Group 

There are a couple of Women's Faith Sharing groups at present.   If interested in an opportunity to 

share your faith with other women this group may be for you. Meeting times and locations vary.   In 

addition, in the past, we have offered womenôs retreats or days of reflection through the parish and 

cluster.  Women who are interested in a chance to meet for this kind of support are invited to          

revitalize this ministry! Time commitment will be determined by the members. Open to women 

over 18 years of age. 

 

Men's Faith Sharing Group 

The Menôs Faith Sharing Group at St. Mary Parish provides an opportunity for men to gather twice a 

month to discuss and reflect on the upcoming Sunday readings. There is also an opportunity to      

discuss issues in their lives in light of the Catholic faith. They gather on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 

from 7 to 8:30 a.m. in the Parish Office. For more information, please contact Mr. Frank Currier 

262/255-5873.  

 

Mom's Faith Sharing Group 

The Mom's Faith Sharing Group is comprised of mother's from St. Mary Parish that come together 

for weekly study of Sunday scripture readings.  Typically these sessions are in the homes of group 

members and young children are welcome.  In addition, this group periodically offers special     

speakers, large group meetings and other community building events held in the school conference 

rooms.  Time commitment varies.  All mothers welcome.  Young children also welcome.   

 

Other Parish Wide Bible Study Groups 

If you would like to meet with other adults to reflect on the scriptures and apply them to your life 

through sharing, prayer and reflection, Bible Study is for you. Several small groups with different 

leaders meet weekly, bi-month, or quarterly. This is a great way to meet others interested in exploring 

their faith.  The parish can assist you in determining a group that best meets your needs. 

 

Greeter Ministry  

Greeters are those parishioners who dispense a special sense of hospitality that reflects the gracious-

ness of the Lord who invites us to the Eucharistic Table. These ministers greet everyone coming to 

Mass at St. Maryôs, setting the tone of welcoming that will pervade the entire assembly. This is a 

very simple ministry that requires only a warm smile and a friendly manner. Time commitment is to 

arrive at church 30 minutes prior to Mass time. Schedule is very flexible, based on your       

willingness to serve. This is a wonderful family ministry. 

FAITH ENRICHMENT  
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITI ES 

New Parishioner Registration 

Meet with new families after the 10:30 a.m. Mass on the 3rd Sunday of the month to welcome and 

assist them with parish registration and answer any questions they may have regarding St. Mary    

Parish. Time commitment is 1 hour per month.   Must be friendly and welcoming.  Adults or 

young adults welcome.  

 

Senior Citizen Luncheon 

On the second Thursday of each month from October through May, seniors gather for lunch, a short 

program and card playing or bingo. If you have an idea for an interesting program segment, or simply 

would like to share these fellowship afternoons, we would love to welcome you aboard! This pleasant 

afternoon event runs from 11:15 a.m. until 2:20 p.m. attended by seniors 62+. Seniors wishing to  

listen to 1st grade students read arrive 15 minutes early. 

 

This ministry is in great need for volunteers this upcoming Fall.  If you can help serve this    

wonderful group of parishioners for a month or two, please sign up for this opportunity.   

 

Kingdom Cooks 

The Kingdom Cooks provide dinners and lunches for a variety of groups and events including our 

famous Feastable dinner, senior luncheons, funerals, fund-raising events and other special occasions. 

This ministry could really use some new volunteers interested in taking charge.    

 

Blood Drive 

Helpers are needed to facilitate our annual blood drive, make appointments for parishioners who wish 

to donate, set-up and tear down and staff the hospitality area on the day of the drive. While you are 

there, donôt forget to donate! Time commitment is 1-2 hours on the day of the event. Open to 

adults. 

 

Parish Auction  

Do you want to have fun and make a difference? As our biggest parish fundraiser, a successful      

auction depends on the talents of many. Do you like to plan events? Is promotion and marketing your 

forte? Is finding great auction items (procurement) your passion? Do you like to decorate? If you 

have a time and a talent to share the Parish Auction has something for you! And this is a great     

community-building event! Time commitment varies with activity and planning starting in   

January.   Open to adults.  Youth needed for assistance night of for set-up and clean up. 

 

This ministry is looking for new chairpersons and team leaders to shadow the current leader-

ship.  If you have great organizational skills and love to plan events, this is for you!  Please    

indicate your interest as a chairperson or team leader on the form.   

COMMUNITY BUILDING  
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITI ES 

Wine Tasting 

Be part of this parish fundraising event! A great chance to get to know other parishioners in a fun, 

relaxed environment.  Wine Tasting Chairperson/s and team leaders are needed for committees 

such as decorating, menu-planning, registration, wine selection, and special Reserve Room.  The 

event is held annually and is highly anticipated each year by not only school families, but the parish 

and community as well. This event takes place at the beginning of November.  Time commitment 

varies depending on committee and level of involvement. 

 

Feastable 

This wonderful event has been going on for as long as most of us can remember.  Each year it is    

better than ever, thanks in large part to those that make it all happen.  Can you help be part of this 

community building event hosted every Fall.  Cooking, preparation, set-up, serving, clean-up.  This is 

a great ministry to serve together as a family.  Time commitment varies with activity and           

involvement. 

 

Theology-on-Tap 

Theology-on-Tap is a speaker series for young adults, married and single, in their 20s and 30s. Each 

session offers a different topic and presenter, so choose the topics or presenters that appeal to 

you!  Come to one or come to some.   No need to register.  Just bring yourself, a friend, and an open 

mind.  There is no cost to attend.  The series is offered for four-weeks in the Summer.  Theology-on-

Tap is fully planned and organized by Young Adults from our five sponsoring parishes (St. Agnes, 

St. Anthony, St. James, St. Mary, & Good Shepherd).  The St. Mary site coordinator  is seeking      

additional CORE committee members to help in the planning of these event.   Time commitment is 

approximately three 1.5 hour meetings during January ï June, a 2 hour training in June, and 

arriving and staying after for an extra half hour for each session.  There is one session a week 

from 7:00 ï 9:00 PM for four weeks starting the second week of July.  Being able to attend all 

meetings and sessions is not required. 

 

 

COMMUNITY BUILDING  
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITI ES 

Parish Life/Stewardship Committee 

The Parish Life/Stewardship Committee works to increase the understanding and practice of the    

biblical model of stewardship. Activities include designing and directing efforts to increase prayer, 

promote the sharing of time and talent and facilitating stewardship education.  Overall ministry that 

works to promote fellowship and community amongst our members.  Open to adults and youth 

ages 14-17.   Time commitment is what you are able to provide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shelter Organizations 

Parish members can volunteer time to assist sponsored sheltered organizations in various ways. These 

organizations include Guest House, Daystar, Hebron House, Repairers of the Breach and Rosalie 

Manor. Tasks may include leading or contributing to clothing and food drives, providing assistance 

with transportation, helping people become ready for employment through training, tutoring and 

counseling. Many of our parish members are already involved. Find out how you can help. Time 

commitment varies based on activity. Open to adults and youth 17 years and older. 

 

St. Ben's Meal Program 

On the 3rd Wednesday of every month, parishioners from St. Maryôs, St. James and Good Shepherd 

prepare, deliver and serve a meal to 350-450 guests at St. Benedict the Moor Parish. Parish members 

can assist by preparing and delivering various food items for the meal to St. Mary Parish. 8ï15       

individuals also help on site with each meal. We are also looking for a coordinator for this program. 

Time commitment is one Wednesday per month, hours vary by task. Open to adults, and is a 

wonderful family ministry with older youth.  

 

 

 

Milwaukee Area LifeChain 

The LifeChain is a peaceful, prayerful demonstration against abortion. LifeChains do not break any 

laws and can be done by young and old alike. LifeChain participants stand along a predetermined 

roadside, holding a sign and praying in silence for one hour on the first Sunday in October.  During 

the past 15 years, millions of people have stood in ñLifeChainsò across the United States and Canada. 

The LifeChain is organized by individual churches within our area. 

PARISH LIFE / STEWAR DSHIP  

OUTREACH/HUMAN CONCE RNS  
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITI ES 

SHARE Program (food buying program) 

SHARE is a non-profit food buying program that offers good, nutritious products at a reduced cost 

through a volunteer-run, community-based distribution system. Food is distributed once a month to 

those who order ahead of time. Help is needed to pack and distribute food on the 4th Saturday of the 

month, excluding holidays. Recipients are asked to do 2 hours of service work in exchange for       

participation in the food buying program. (Time spent helping distribute food is considered volunteer 

time.) Time commitment is one Saturday per month from 8:30-10:00 a.m. Open to adults and 

as a great family ministry with older youth. 

 

 

Interfaith Caregiving Network  

This ministry is a faith-centered, community-based organization assisting older adults (60+) and 

adults (18+) with disabilities throughout Waukesha County to remain in their homes by organizing 

volunteers to provide free supportive services such as transportation, in-home visitation, grocery 

shopping, and general home maintenance. Time commitment varies. Training provided and 

matched with individual clients according to their community, schedule and area of volunteer 

interest. Open to adults. 

 

Honduras Missionary Trip  

Each year a missionary team travels to our sister parish, Sagrado Corazon de Jesus (Sacred Heart of 

Jesus), in Puerto Cortes, Honduras. If you are interested in discerning a truly hands-on outreach     

opportunity, this ministry may be for you. If you are a medical, construction or engineering            

professional or simply have a great desire to reach out to those in another part of the world, contact us 

for more information. 

 

The Giving Tree 

Twice a year at Christmas and in July, trees are displayed in the church. The tags identify different 

gifts of money or materials needed by families within our community, and others supported through 

designated charities including Guest House, Bruce Guadalupe School, Hope Network and our sister 

parish, Sacred Heart of Jesus in Honduras. Parish members select tags over a 3-5 week period.    

Helpers are needed to prepare tags, set up displays, and sort and distribute gifts. Time commitment 

is flexible. Open to adults and youth working with parents. This is a wonderful way for a family 

to minister together! 

 

Community Banquet 

The Community Banquet was started as a way to provide a healthy meal and a social atmosphere to 

people in the community. It is held at St. James Parish in Menomonee Falls on the 2nd & 4th      

Thursdays of the month. This program is open to anyone who would like to share a meal and         

volunteers are from seven churches in the area on a rotation basis. Volunteers are needed 6 to 7 times 

a year. They share the responsibility of either setting up and making desserts, cook the meal or clean 

up. Time commitment is approximately 1-2 hours the Thursdays St. Maryôs is scheduled. Open 

to adults and youth working with parents. 

OUTREACH/HUMAN CONCE RNS  
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITI ES 

Menomonee Falls Food Pantry 

Ongoing contributions of non-perishable food and household supplies such as soap and paper      

products can be dropped off weekly in the west wing of church. Individuals experiencing financial 

difficultly are eligible to visit the Pantry twice monthly to receive food and grocery items.  

 

This is a great ministry for the whole family for weekly contributions of non-perishable items. 

Helpers are needed to transport donations to the Pantry located on Menomonee Avenue every third 

weekend of the month.   

 

In addition, there is a great need for volunteers from our parish to help distribute food at the Pantry 

when our parish is scheduled to help.  Time commitment is 1 to 2 hours during the day or early 

evening when the pantry is open.  Any  help that you can provide would be greatly appreciated. 

Open to adults or youth 7th grade and older.  

 

Franciscan Peacemakers Sandwich Drop 

Started in 1995 by the Capuchins, this ministry gives the Franciscan Peacemakers the opportunity to 

provide several ministries to the poor, to victims of violence and to other at-risk individuals. St Mary 

volunteers provide lunches, consisting of a sandwich, chips, fruit, soda or juice box and cookie(s) on 

the first Monday of the month. Families make lunches and bring them to the east wing entrance of the 

Church between 5:00 and 5:30 pm. Some families volunteer to make 10 to 12 lunch bags while others 

make up family packs consisting of grocery bags with loaf of bread, lunch meat, bags of fruit and 

chips, and cookies. Family packs may also be purchased at the Sentry Food Store on Appleton Ave. 

The Franciscan Peacemakers distribute the lunches or family packs at various north side        

neighborhood locations. Volunteer time commitment is 1-2 hours the first Monday of the month. 

 

Agape Meal Program 

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother at the Agape Community Center, parishioners can 

help feed the poor. Volunteers make a Tator Tot casserole or contribute milk on the 1st Wednesday 

of every other month by delivering food to Church by 4 p.m. Volunteers are also needed to deliver 

the food and help with clean up. Time commitment is one Wednesday per month, six times 

yearly. Open to adults and families with older youth. 

 

Voices for Justice 

"Action Alerts,ò distributed at the entrances, invite parishioners to write letters to appropriate        

legislative representatives on critical issues relating to Catholic faith, morals and family life.         

Volunteers needed to disperse information to parishioners at various times during the year. 

 

Good Samaritans 

A group of men, who on behalf of the parish, respond to emergencies within the parish boundaries, as 

well as provide assistance to travelers in distress and persons in need of transportation.  Time       

commitment is on an as-needed-basis. 

OUTREACH/HUMAN CONCE RNS  
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITI ES 

Parish Office Support 

There is always a lot to do to keep the Parish Office running smoothly and our parishioners well    

informed. Duties include answering the telephone and directing inquiries, bulletin stuffing, preparing 

and assembling mailings, and data entry. Time Commitment is flexible. Training is provided     

depending on the task. Open to adults. 

 

Building and Grounds Ministry  

The Building & Grounds Ministry needs active or retired tradespersons and craftsmen willing to step 

forward and share their hands-on gifts to help maintain our campus facilities. There is always some-

thing that needs your help! Time commitment is flexible. Open to qualified adults. 

 

Fresh Linen Team 

Help keep our church linens clean and fresh. Volunteers pick up linens each week, then wash, iron 

and return them during the week. This is a very simple, yet very important ministry. Volunteers rotate 

each week. Time commitment varies based on the number of volunteers. 

 

 

Temple Tabulators 

Temple Tabulators count weekly offering collections on Monday mornings, prepare the deposit and 

take it to the bank. Ideally, we should have five teams each consisting of 3 to 5 parishioners. Target 

time commitment is 1 hour per month, based on the number of teams. Open to mature adults. 

Confidentiality requirements apply. 

 

 

Thursday Tabulators 

Thursday Tabulators serve once a week counting funds received during the week including tuition 

payments, field trip payments, payments by mail, etc. Tabulators prepare the deposit. Time         

commitment is approx. 1-2 hours per month, depending on the number of teams. Open to     

mature adults. Confidentiality requirements apply. 

 

 

Perpetual Care Ministers 

Help in the upkeep of our cemetery grounds and mausoleum. Tasks include lawn care and general 

upkeep. May also assist with burials. Perpetual Care Ministers must be available during weekdays 

and may be asked to operate machinery and/or do heavy lifting. Time commitment varies            

according to need and ability. Open to adults. 

 

OPERATIONAL SUPPORT  



10 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITI ES 

Green Thumb Ministry  

If you love being outdoors this is a wonderful ministry for you. We are looking for people to help 

plant and tend the flower beds around our main campus and cemetery. Beds are planted in May and 

tended until just after Labor Day. This is a wonderful ministry opportunity! Open to all. 

 

SCRIP Ministry  

SCRIP is a program that provides third source funding for our parish, our school and our CF         

programs. Families purchase gift certificates at face value and the scrip vendors rebate a percentage 

of the purchase price to the parish. One or two volunteers are needed to manage the program.           

Additional helpers are needed to process orders, to compile and distribute them. Time commitment    

varies according to task. Open to adults. Children can be accommodated. 

 

 

Church Caretakers 

Help keep our worship space clean. Volunteers typically meet on Fridays after the morning Mass to 

vacuum, dust and polish, but there is some flexibility if you are willing to join this ministry. Rotating 

schedule --  time commitment approximately 1.5  hours per week. 

 

All Parish Work Day  

Twice a year our parish community is provided the opportunity to come together for a Spring and 

Fall ñcleaningò. Join many of our parishioners to care for the campus. Tend flowerbeds, trim bushes, 

landscape, mulch and much more. Time commitment is approximately 4 hours on one designated 

Saturday morning in Spring and Fall. Open to all ages, from adults to children working with a 

parent. This is an ideal opportunity to minister as a family. 

OPERATIONAL SUPPORT  
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITI ES 

Eucharistic Ministry  

This group assists with the sharing of Holy Communion during Liturgy. A seasonal calendar is     

prepared. Open to youth (grades 8-12) and adults. Training provided. 

 

Funeral Support Ministry  

This hospitality ministry group provides set-up and cleanup for funeral liturgies, and most              

importantly greets and assists families during the visitation, helping them feel at home. Ministers 

come one half-hour before the funeral for set-up, remain for the service, and provide clean-up.      

Volunteers are called as needed. Open to adults. 

 

Altar Server Ministry  

Servers assist the priest at Mass on weekend, weekdays, holy days, funerals and weddings. This     

Liturgical role serves the function of representing the Body of Christ as servant. Time commitment 

approx. one Mass per month. Open to youth, grades 5-12. Training provided. 

 

 

Lector Ministry  

People skilled in proclaiming Scripture in public may offer this gift as leaders during Liturgy. A    

seasonal schedule is prepared. A brief preparation session is required to join this ministry. Open to 

adults and High School youth. 

 

Usher Ministry  

Ushers greet parishioners with hospitality and secure proper seating at weekend liturgies. They assist 

with duties including collection of offerings, distribution of worship aids, and help in the event of 

emergency. Open to men, women and youth of high school age and children (minimum age based on 

parental involvement). Mentoring is provided. Great opportunity for families to 

minister together! 

 

Sacristan Ministry 

Sacristans unlock the Church and set-up for weekday Liturgy. Time commitment - one weekday 

morning a week. 

 

 

Cantors  

Cantors proclaim the psalms at Masses and lead assembly singing. Strong vocal music skills are    

necessary, along with the ability to solo. Vocalists young and old are encouraged to answer the call to 

this ministry. 

PRAYER & WORSHIP  
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITI ES 

CHORALIS MARIS STELLA  

Choralis Maris Stella is the adult choir of St. Mary Parish. Choralis Maris Stella  leads the assembly 

in a variety of musical styles each weekend. Mass schedule varies. Rehearsals are Wednesday      

evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the east wing of church. No previous musical experience is required, but 

singers do need to match pitch. All singers and instrumentalists from high school age through 

adulthood are welcome!  

(Choralis Maris Stella is the new name given to our Adult Choir at St. Mary Church. It is a Latin 

name, meaning ñChoir of Mary,ò appropriately named after Jesusô mother, Mary, patroness of our 

parish. Maris Stella is an ancient name for the Blessed Mother which dates to the ninth century. 

Maris Stella literally means ñStar of the Sea.ò This title was used to emphasize Mary's role as a sign 

of hope and as a guiding star for Christians.) 

 

LAUDATION   

This is a musical ensemble also for singers and instrumentalists from high school age through adult-

hood. This group leads the assembly in musical prayer every-other week (either Saturdays at 5:00 or 

Sundays at 10:30) with electric guitar and electronic keyboard. Rehearsals are an hour immediately 

prior to each Mass. No previous musical experience is required, but singers do need to match pitch. 

All singers and instrumentalists welcome**! 

 

**No other guitar players or keyboard players needed in this group at this time, but we would 

love to add a bass player and percussionist.** 

 

S.O. (Sing Out)  
This is a musical ensemble for children and teens in grades 4 through 8. This group rehearses every 

other Sunday at 9:00 a.m., immediately prior to the 10:30 a.m. Mass, where they lead the assembly in 

musical prayer. No previous musical experience is required; but singers do need to match pitch. All 

singers and instrumentalists are welcome! 

 

RESURRECTION CHOIR   

This choir leads the assembly in a more traditional style of music for funerals and also for some 

weekend liturgies. Rehearsals are the 2nd Thursday of the month at 10:00 a.m. in the church. This 

choir also leads assembly singing at 8:00 a.m. Mass on the Sunday after rehearsal, once per month. 

No previous musical experience is necessary, but singers do need to match pitch. All singers and   

instrumentalists are welcome!  

 

CHOIRS DO NOT MEET OR REHEARSE DURING THE  

SUMMER MONTHS OF JUNE THROUGH AUGUST.   

PRAYER & WORSHIP  
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITI ES 

Pastoral Minister of Care for Homebound/Hospitalized 

Our homebound, hospitalized and nursing home residents are in need of outreach from the parish. 

Visitors can bring the Sacrament of Eucharist, or simply minister as a caring friend. Ministers should 

be comfortable with end-of-life or declining health issues and have the willingness to share a short 

prayer upon completion of the visits.  Time commitment is flexible. Open to adults.  Training    

session in the Fall will be offered. 

 

Hospital/Nursing Home Communion Ministry 

Ministers bring communion, prayer and compassion to the sick and elderly at Community Memorial 

Hospital and Menomonee Falls Health Care Center on Sunday mornings after liturgy or on Thursdays 

in April, August and December.  Communion ministry to Linden Grove on the 3rd Sunday of the 

month is also available.   Time commitment 2 hours per month.  Open to adults. Individual 

training provided . 

 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults ) 

Be a part of the 10-month process by which persons looking at the Catholic Faith come together for 

discussion of basic beliefs, increasing understanding of the Church today, scripture study and        

reflection. Catholics wishing to increase their knowledge of the faith are invited as sponsors or team 

members. We welcome you! Time commitment varies. Open to adults. Orientation is provided.    

Confidentiality requirements apply. 

 

 

Adult Confirmation  

Adults who are not confirmed, but have remained active Catholics, may register for the collaborative 

program with our area parishes. The process begins with an orientation session in January, followed 

by classes from January through March or April (depending on Easter), and concludes with the     

celebration of Confirmation at the Easter Vigil. For further information, or if interested in being on 

the Adult Confirmation Team please contact Sr. Jane Mary Lorbiecki at the Parish Office.   

 

Catholics Returning Home 

This Cluster program is an invitation to inactive Catholics to return to the Church. Six weeks of      

information on the basics of Catholicism is presented in an informal support group format. This is a 

wonderful ministry for those who have returned to their faith and who would like to witness to others. 

Warm, welcoming, caring individuals who want to help others find their way ñhomeò are encouraged 

to join this ministry. Time commitment is six program sessions and approx. 2 planning meetings 

per program. Program repeated twice a year. Open to adults. Program materials and informal 

training are provided. 

ADULT & FAMILY  
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITI ES 

Baptismal Preparation 

Help teach a monthly class for parents anticipating the baptism of a baby. Baptismal preparation may 

be undergoing some collaboration in the cluster, so opportunities abound for creative approaches. 

There is also a "Second Time Around" Baptismal Preparation program. Time commitment varies. 

Open to adults. 

 

Health Ministry  
This ministry welcomes active or retired nurses or health ministry personnel to assist in education, 

preventative health measures (school assistance, blood pressure, bulletin board info etc.) for the     

parish. If you would also like to be part of a committee that helps plan health ministry, membership is 

needed and welcome as well.  This year some collaboration between our cluster parishes for health 

ministry awareness will also be offered. 

 

FOCUS Couples 

Meet with engaged couples one-on-one to complete communication assessment; score and review the 

data with the couple and write a report for the marriage file. Time commitment is 2-4 hours per     

couple, 2 years minimum commitment. Open to married couples willing to share their experience 

with the engaged. Archdiocesan FOCCUS training plus periodic parish discussion sessions   

provided. 

 

 

Marriage Enrichment  

This ministry has been available on and off for many years and is seeing a renewed vigor as married 

couples seek to enrich their married relationships. Married couples meet together in their homes to 

share their lives and their faiths; their struggles and their successes. These sharing sessions offer 

many helpful ideas on how to Live Jesus, while facing the struggles of everyday life. Open to      

married couples of all ages. Time commitments vary. 

 

 

Wedding/Rehearsal Coordinator 

Meet with the engaged couples to review plans for the wedding ceremony. Handle rehearsal, set-up 

for ceremony, assist bridal party as needed, open and lock up Church as required. Possible husband/

wife team; but female presence is a must. Time commitment is about 5 hours per wedding. Open 

to young adults, college age or older. 

 

 

Angel Academy 

If you love working with small children, this ministry is right for you. Our pre-school Sunday school 

meets on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month (Sept. - May) during the 8:00 Mass. Enjoy working 

with children ages 2-6 doing bible-based activities, making crafts, singing songs and more! Time 

commitment is one hour on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Planning sessions are          

optional. Open to adults. SAFE ENVIRONMENT EDUCATION training required.  

ADULT & FAMILY  
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITI ES 

Cluster Vocation Committee 
The Four Saints and a Good Shepherd Vocation Committee prays for and actively works to promote 

priestly and religious vocations and lay ministry. Time commitment is 2 hours, 2 to 3 times per year. 

Open to youth of high school age and adults. Fall or Spring vocations workshop attendance is        

recommended. 

 

Elizabeth Ministry  
Following the example of Mary and Elizabeth, Elizabeth Ministry is an outreach to families in special 

time of parenthood. The purpose is to affirm, support, encourage and assist women and their spouses 

in response to their needs during childbearing years. Elizabeth ministers help with Baptismal        

Hospitality and do a 3-month baptismal follow-up visit; others sew baby quilts and pillow cases, 

while other ministers make cards or burp rags. Time commitment varies based on activity. One 

orientation session is required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NEW MEETING TIMES THIS YEAR!   

Grades K5ð8th meet on Sundays from 9:10 am to 10:20 am (note this is different from last year)  

Grades 9 and 10 meet bi-monthly on the 1st and 3rd Sundays from 9:10 to 10:20 am (between Masses)  

Confirmation class (grade 11) meets once a month on the 1st Sunday of each month for large-group  

sessions from noon to 1:30 pm and once a month in a small group session for 75 minutes (meeting day 

and time to be determined within each small group)  

 

 

Catechist  
Teach and share the faith with children in grades K-8th grade, grades 9 and 10 or as a small group 

leader with our Confirmation Class. Committed adults who love children and are willing to share 

their love of God are encouraged to serve. Each catechist teaches a class of approx. 15 students, and 

team teaching is also an option. Teaching background is helpful, but not required. See new    

meeting times above. SAFE ENVIRONMENT EDUCATION training is required.  

ADULT & FAMILY  

CHRISTIAN FORMATION  
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITI ES 

Classroom Assistant  
Assist a catechist in the classroom by helping to make copies and assemble supplies, lead small group 

activities / discussions and help with general classroom duties. See meeting times above. Open to 

youth age 15 and older and adults, and teams are also an option. SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

EDUCATION training is required for adults.  

 

Substitute Catechist  
We are in need of people who would be willing to substitute for catechists in all areas of our        

Christian Formation program. This opportunity would be on an as needed basis and would be        

dependent on your availability.  Lessons and materials will be provided for the substitute. Open to 

adults 21 and older. Please see new meeting times above. SAFE ENVIRONMENT EDUCATION 

training is required for adults. 

 

CF Advisory Committee  
Parishioners are invited to join catechists, parents and Parish Council members to be part of a        

collaboration team which assists the Director of Christian Formation in meeting the spiritual needs of 

our children. Team planning sessions focus on exploring the formation needs of our youth.  Members 

will be involved in evaluating how our programs assist our children in more deeply experiencing 

their baptismal covenant and make recommendations which project the mission of our parish. This 

committee will meet monthly beginning this Fall.  Previous experience in education and    

knowledge or practical expertise from societal situations is helpful.  Those interested in         

becoming a part of this advisory team are invited to contact the Christian Formation Office for 

more information and meeting times. 

 

Youth Ministry Council  
High School students serve on a planning team for youth ministry events. Teens are involved in      

taking leadership roles to develop strategic plans for providing youth activities which encompass our 

parish vision to ˈLive Jesus and Serve Others. Teen Council will meet on as determined by the 

needs of proposed activities. High School youth interested in becoming a part of the leadership 

team are invited to contact the Christian Formation office for more information and meetings 

times.  
 

Vacation Bible School  
This committee is comprised of adults who are interested in helping to plan and organize a one-week 

Bible School Camp in either June or August. This year there will be two one-week sessions as a joint 

venture between St. Mary Parish, St. James Parish and Good Shepherd. Time commitment for      

committee members ðseveral 90 minutes meetings as needed from Spring through end of VBS. In 

addition, there are many opportunities to volunteer for the week of camp only. Open to adults for 

the planning sessions, teens to help during the week of Camp. SAFE ENVIRONEMNT       

EDUCATION training required.  

 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION  
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITI ES 

Additional Needs of Christian Formation: 

 

Please contact the Christian Formation Office at (262)251-1154 if you would like 

more information on how you can help with any of these Additional Needs of 

Christian Formation:  

Service Coordinator (High School or Junior High)  

Youth Mission Trip Coordinator  

Youth Mission Trip Chaperone  

Baker  

Confirmation Small Group Leader  

2nd Grade Sacramental Preparation  

Hall Monitor  

Retreat Chaperone  

 

 

 

 

Athletics Committee   

This very active ministry is always looking for high-energy volunteers! Help organize and supervise 

parish sports programs; youth in grades 5-8 and the CYM program for high school youth. Duties    

include coordinating volleyball, basketball and track programs as well as supervising league and     

tournament games. Committee members serve a three-year term. Time commitment is one    

meeting per month and 1-2 supervision activities per month. Open to adults. SAFE                

ENVIRONMENT EDUCATION training required.  

 

Team Coaches 
Do you love sports? If so, pass it on by coaching! Coaches help provide instruction and leadership to 

boys and girls in grades 5-8 in basketball, volleyball and track.  Coaching emphasis is on training, 

instruction and participation ï not just winning. Time commitment is 3-5 hours per week during 

specific sportôs season plus mandatory meetings with league/parish, usually one per season. 

Open to adults and high school age students with adult supervision. This is a great couples   

ministry! SAFE ENVIRONEMNT EDUCATION training, Archdiocesan certification and 

sport specific training from outside clinics are required. 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION  

ATHLETICS  
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITI ES 

Are you unsure how best you can share your time and talent with the parish?  Is there some gift that 

you'd like to share with our faith community, but you did not see it listed?  If so, please contact the   

Parish Office for guidance.  All gifts, large and small, are welcome. 

Handyman Type Skills/Trades 

Cooking/Baking 

Computer/IT assistance 

Child Care Assistance for Mom's Morning Faith Group 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary School Families will sign up for school ministry opportunities via the school directly.  School 

families are asked to volunteer 25 hours of service annually, either at the school or parish-wide.      

Contact the school for any questions (251-1050). 

 

If you are not a school family, we welcome your participation.  To learn more about the opportunities 

available, contact the school directly (251-1050). 

OTHER MINISTRY NEEDS  

SCHOOL MINISTRIES  
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Our Parish Covenant in Action 
 

 

ñI will make a covenant of peace  

with them . . .I will be their God  

and they will be my people.ò 
 

(Ezekiel 37:26-27) 

 

 

 

 

How the Willer Family is living out the Parish Covenant: 

 
 

 

 

While deciding what to write about for the ñCovenant 

Cornerò, I immediately thought of the ñServiceò portion of 

the St. Mary Parish Covenant.  But then I remembered 

something very simple that our family had been doing for 

years, which I think falls somewhere between the ñWorshipò 

and ñFormationò pillars of the covenant.  I would like to 

share this simple thing with all of you.   

 

THE PRAYER PLATE  

 

We have a special plate, different from all the other 

dinner plates, that is set at our table each night at 

someone's place.  This person has the ñPrayer Plateò and 

the privilege of leading our family in prayer before 

dinner.  Sometimes a ñBless us O Lord . . . .ò is said.  

But usually thanks are offered, for our warm home, our 

food and even our freedom.  Frequently, the ñPrayer 

Plate Personò, be it adult or child, will thank God for 

each family member by name.  And we pray for those  

who need our prayers.   

Since the plate rotates to the next person each night, I 

have to make adjustments when our youngest sets the 

table as she always give herself the plate!  I am pleased 

that she is so eager to have the special plate and to lead 

us in prayer and I have also noticed that none of our four 

children mind having the plate; they seem to be honored 

by it.  I believe this tradition will help our children to be 

comfortable leading others in prayer and worship and I 

hope they are impacted by it enough to carry it on with 

their own families some day.  

 

Just last night, as my youngest son was clearing his place 

(it was his turn with the Prayer Plate) he said, ñwhoa, I 

better be careful; this is the most important plate in the 

house!ò  And heôs right.  The most important plate in our 

house is not our wedding china with the real gold rim, 

itôs not even the china handed down to us over four 

generations on my husbandôs side; itôs that prayer plate.   

 - Kathleen Willer 


